Herpes simplex virus.
Genital herpes simplex infection remains an infectious disease having widespread consequences for both adult and neonatal populations. Physicians must understand that the psychologic impact of genital HSV infections frequently is more disabling than the physical manifestations. Sensitivity, compassion, and support are necessary from members of the medical community, and psychologic counseling may help patients cope with HSV and all its implications. Similarly, physicians must downplay the hysteria that has been associated with herpesvirus infections, emerging as a result of intense media coverage in the 1970s and 1980s. Minimizing the number of cases of neonatal herpes through identification of infected women during parturition continues to be important. Recent guidelines suggest a rationale for the management of women at risk for genital HSV. Nevertheless, until newer immunologic and serologic techniques become clinically reliable and allow a correct and rapid diagnosis of herpes simplex infection, identification of the infected woman in labor must be made using detailed clinical history, physical examination, and viral culture.